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Student Inspired Upgrades at the 19th Street 
Overpass Come to Life with Lauderhill Mayor 

and Commission Support 
  

Lauderhill City Officials and Y Teens to Celebrate $420,000 Safety Improvement 

Project on Thursday, November 1st at 4:00p.m. at the Lauderhill Middle School Overpass 
Access 

 
LAUDERHILL, FL– On Thursday, November 1st at 4:00 pm students from the YMCA 

representing the Live Well Lauderhill Community Action Plan will join Mayor Kaplan, Vice 

Mayor Benson, City Commissioners, YMCA CEO, and other City Leaders  to celebrate the official 

commencement of a $420,000 “19th Street Greenway Project” at the school’s overpass entrance 

behind Lauderhill Middle School – 1901 NW 49 Avenue.  

(Event Parking is on the Lauderhill Middle School Ball Field.  The entrance to the field is on the 

service road located on the west side of NW 49 Avenue one block south of the NW 21st Street 

and NW 49th Avenue 4 way stop – the service road is between water plant and ball fields.)   

 

The “19th Street Greenway Project” which is funded in part by the Florida Department of 

Transportation Local Agency Program, will include lighting, wider sidewalks and crime 

deterrent environmental landscaping.  The City’s implementation of improvements is a result of 

the student-led initiatives to voice safety concerns about walking to and from their school and 

their Lauderhill Community YMCA.  The teens have been meeting with the Mayor, Vice Mayor 

and City Officials since January to develop solutions that will improve safety around the 

student’s walkway.   

Meeting details available at http://livewelllauderhill.wordpress.com/ 

 

http://livewelllauderhill.wordpress.com/


 CONTACT: Maryalicia Johnson  mjohnson@ymcabroward.org 954-334-9622  or cell 407-448-2484 

YMCA of Broward County 900 SE 3
rd

 Avenue, Ft. Lauderdale, FL  33316 954-334-9622 

 
Lauderhill Police Reports documented 266 criminal incidents on the Overpass in 2011 
 Approximately 80% of the students who attend Lauderhill Middle School live on the West Side of the Turnpike and  
should be able to use the Overpass to travel between their school and home. 

 Many do not use the pedestrian walkway due to the unsafe conditions.  
 Many students do not stay after school at the Y for wellness and enrichment programs because of the danger of 
traveling home after dark.  The unsafe conditions of the pedestrian walkway decreases physical activity and increases 
obesity in students.  

 
The project was inspired by middle and high school students at the Lauderhill Y who became 

advocates for their community through an initiative called Live Well Lauderhill.  Live Well 

Lauderhill is an initiative that is funded through the Pioneering Healthier Communities Grant 

from the YMCA of the USA (YUSA) and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC).  

Live Well Lauderhill seeks to make improvements for all in the City of Lauderhill, by 

addressing safety, health and environmental issues.  These same students also met with School 

Board members Laurie Rich-Levinson and Ben Williams to discuss healthy food options in and 

around Lauderhill Y as part of the overall Community Action Plan.  

 

The Broward County Community Action Plan is the result of community conversations, a 

community tour, and student presentations.  It formally presents the student-led community 

agenda for change with detailed time lines, action steps, and outcomes.  One of the three plan 

objectives identified was the 19th Street Overpass being a barrier to health and wellbeing in the 

Lauderhill community.    

About YMCA Broward County 

The YMCA of Broward County was named a Pioneering Healthier Community grantee in 2011, by 

the CDC and YUSA.  This grant challenges the Y to convene a broad-based community leadership 

group to make policy, system, and environmental changes that create a healthier community.   

As one of the area’s largest nonprofits, this organization is committed to addressing the most 

pressing needs of our community.  In 2011, this YMCA Association of over 1000 employees, 

gave $1.22 million dollars back to families in need and served over 200,000 Broward residents 

through 7 Family Centers and nearly 100 afterschool, special needs, youth and senior health 

outreach sites.  Visit www.ymcabroward.org for additional information.  

http://www.ymcabroward.org/

