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Clockwise from front left: Eumon Roach, Jeff Noel, Kevon Bachelor and Kervens Jean-Louis were among the
_youths who lobbied Lauderhill officials to make improvements to an overpass on the way to their school.

Sate passage to school

By KAREN Y1
St;ﬁ' writer .

Teens in Lauderhill are leading
the way to make their community a
safer place.

Tired of a dangerous walk to
" school that takes them across a
dimly lit turnpike overpass, stu-
dents banded together to urge the

city to help them secure safe pas-
sage. -
“They say kids can’t do a lot of
things, but we did,” said 14-year-old
Jeff Noel, a student at Lauderhill
Middle School.

Noel, along with a group of stu-
dents from the Lauderhill YMCA,
worked with local officials to push

for the improvements. And it

 that will install

worked.

A $400,000 project has begun
new lighting along
the Northwest 19th Street trail and
add an 8-foot wide concrete walk-
ing path as well as lush greenery
and additional la.ndscapmg in the
area.
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“T wanted something to
change,” said Noel, an

eighth-grader.

Since the YMCA started
working with the kids on
the project a year ago, Noel
said he has learned how to
speaktoaduhs.Hesaxdhe’d

in front of a
mzrror so he’d be ready
when he met with the may-

or.

“I didw’t want him to get
the i ion of us,
that we don’t do right
things, so that was the big-
gest challenge”

Quite the contrary, May-

orRlchardKaplansaidhe.

was imy

“Their involvement
helped push it forward,” he
said, adding the city had
been working for more than
a decade to try to find fund-
ing to improve the poor
conditions.

The overpass, with al-
most no lighting and sur-

See it

Watch a video report on the
young people’s efforts.
SunSentinel.com/.
teensafety.

rounded on each side by un-
paved paths, can be danger-
ous for students making
their daily commute to and
from school. Some students
say gangs hang out along
the path and cause fights or
rob the young passers-by.
“I was going home and I

and I gotbeatup”
Jean-Louis, who is also a
part of YMCA’s Live Well
Lauderhill, a community-
renovation project, said af-

ter he got jumped, he ap-

proached the YMCA wn:h
the problem and a way to fix
it — through beautification.

“Anywhere I go and see a
beautiful city, it's really qui-

" et and the gangs don’t do -

nothing bad to it” he said.
“The art and the beauty of
the city, I think, can really
help”

The construction will be
paid for by the city of Lau-
derhill, the Florida Depart-
ment of Transportation and
federal grant money. Once
complete, the second phase
will include student art-
work.

“This is unique,” said
Dick Blater, chairman. of
the Broward County
YMCA. “The kids are so im-
presswe, they have such
poise and such ability to ar-
ticulate then' thoughts ...
and I think that maybe we
don’t expect that of middle
schoolkids” -

. And though he no longer
takes the overpass to get to
school, Jean-Louis says
once construction is com-

plete next year, “I'm going
to make that walk proudly”
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